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The Planning and Design for Children Recreational Spaces: Some Comments

on the Development Experience of Taiwan
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Abstract This paper tries to emphasize the important role of children recreational spaces in the city and to notice the exclusive condition of
planning for playing fields with the emphasis of the co-existence between children and playfields. In fact, the children recreational
space is underestimated by government leaders and planners around the world and regarded as the affiliated place owned by adults
and car-owners in the city. This situation makes the children recreational space low-efficient and underused. “The Third Space”
advocated by Oldenburg (1982), is explored as the theoretical foundation in this paper, and is illustrated as the important factor on
children’s growing up. There are some case studies introduced in this paper, promoted as appropriated examples to analyze the
playing field planning paradigms. The institutional environment of children recreational spaces in Taiwan is also introduced, and
the contributions from government and non-government are analyzed. In the conclusion, the authors provide some suggestions on

planning the children recreational space in the future.
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