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The Practice of Urban Waterfront Renovation in the Plain-river System:
A Case Study of Qingpu River System, Shanghai
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Abstract The Jiangnan Plain has abundant waterfront resources. Their functions should be developed to improve the quality of residents' life

and city competitiveness. Taking the renovation project of Qingpu river system as an example, based on the analysis of local river
conditions, cultural endowment and existing problems, this paper expounds the objectives and strategies of the waterfront renovation
with the idea of 'ecological water restoration' and 'returning riverside to the public'. That is a five-in-one renovation integration of
flooding control, ecosystem, landscape, history, and humanity; a spatial layout of 'one ring, four sections and eight gardens'; opening
the waterfront to citizen and tourisms; exerting comprehensive functions of the river system including flood control and drainage,
waterfront aesthetic appeal, cultural tourism, entertainment and city symbol. This paper also introduces the effects of renovation
practice: the flood control capability has been enhanced; the water environment has been improved; people-oriented leisure spaces

have been created; the historical and water culture have been implanted and promoted.
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