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Spatial Differences of Urban Public Service in the Yangtze River Delta Region
under Integration Context
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The spatial allocation of public services is an important factor affecting urban and regional development. Research on spatial
differences of public services is conducive to the rational allocation of public services resources and the promotion of win-win
urban cooperation. In this study, by using the spatial analysis method, public service capacity in the Yangtze River Delta (YRD) region
is evaluated by two main aspects of public service supply and conveniences on a county level. City scale is applied both as a basis for
county classification along with public service capacity and as the main reason to explain spatial differences of public service capacity
appeared in the YRD region. Further, main factors of such spatial character are discussed. The results show that: a) there are spatial
differences in public services in the YRD region between cities. The public service supply and conveniences in cities of the southeastern
YRD region are higher, while cities in southwestern areas are lower than other cities. b) It also shows a difference within a city. Central
urban districts and new developing districts have a higher service level. On the contrary, marginal districts and remote counties show
a lower service level. ¢) Big cities own more counties that have a higher public service level, while counties in small cities tend to be
low in public service. d) A large resident population and a high level of economic development promote the allocation of public service

resources. This study has a policy implication for the integration, balance and shared development of the YRD region.
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Fig.1 Levels of public service differences within the city
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