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Impact of Community Walkability on the Elderly's Place Attachment and

Willingness to Aging in Place: An Empirical Study of Xiangfang Old Industrial Zone in
Harbin

#E B X T B  DONG Wei, LOU Jiankun, DONG Yu
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Abstract Aging in place is an effective way to achieve healthy aging. In order to study the influence mechanism of community walkability
on the elderly's place attachment and willingness to aging in place, this paper investigates the elderly in Xiangfang old industrial
zone in Harbin, Heilongjiang and constructs the influence model of different elements of walkability by using the structural
equation model. The results show that there is an indirect influence between community walkability and willingness to aging in
place. Meanwhile, there are differences in influences and paths among the elements of community walkability. Among them,
facility accessibility and street connectivity have a significant impact on the willingness to aging in place, and place attachment
plays an intermediary role in this path simultaneously. The study can provide guidance for optimizing the walking environment of
the elderly in the community and formulating relevant policies for the elderly-friendly community.
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Tab.1 Demographic characteristics of the participants (N = 300)
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Tab.3 Path analysis results of the overall model
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Tab.4 Path analysis results of each element of community walkability
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