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Experience and Enlightenment of Hong Kong Elevated Walking System
B2 XIAO Ruigin
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Abstract Throughout the existing urban elevated walking system in Mainland China, its long-term planning and construction mode is to connect
the metro stations to the surrounding plots in the high-density area, highlighting the "connection” characteristics of the elevated walking
system. This development model, however, cannot truly reflect the overall spatial logic of the elevated walking system and cannot
tease out the logical framework of future implementation growth from the design appearance, resulting in problems such as “difficult
to implement in top-down approach”.As one of the highest density urban areas in the world, Hong Kong has its unique experience in
building a three-dimensional elevated walking system with scarce land sources. In addition to institution settings and implementation
mechanism, the realization of the elevated walking system is inseparable from the generation of its essential spatial logic. The rationality
of spatial logic is the key step to leverage the implementation of development and its most fundamental task is to purposefully construct
the spatial order and establish the basic logic of spatial order. After the author's research, the elevated walking systems in Central, \Wan
Chai, Tsuen Wan, Sha Tin, Tuen Mun, Tseung Kwan O and Tung Chung districts in Hong Kong represent three development modes
of "traffic corridors", "metro station - public buildings" and "metro station + commercial”. Through systematical synthetization and
comparative analysis, they present different spatial characteristics in spatial organization, function, transportation and development mode,
and also echo the specificity of the built environment in the specific implementation mechanism. This paper concludes the characteristics
from these empirical case studies and tries to sort out the hidden stories, providing a valuable reference for the planning, design and
development of the elevated walking system in the Mainland China in the future.
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Tab.1 Statistics of main corridors of urban elevated walking system in Hong Kong
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Fig.1 Functional analysis of urban elevated walking
system in Central, Hong Kong
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Fig.4 Spatial organization of urban elevated walking
system in Shatin, Hong Kong
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Fig.6 Functional analysis of urban elevated walking
system in Shatin, Hong Kong
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Fig.5 Spatial organization of urban elevated walking
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