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A Method for Evaluating Urban Competitiveness from the Perspective of
Young People's Settlement Choices: A Case Study of Shanghai

x B
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Abstract Urban competitiveness mostly depends on the ability to attract people, especially young people, to settle down. Existing studies assessing

urban competitiveness have mainly focused on objective indexes and ignored people's subjective thoughts. This paper proposes a
method for evaluating urban competitiveness from the subjective perspectives of young people. The method uses data of young people's
comparisons between two cities (current and alternative) on 24 competitiveness factors in 7 categories. It firstly estimates people's
evaluations on each city's competitiveness factors through a linear difference model. Then, a logistic model is constructed to explain
how the competitiveness factors influence young people's settlement choices between the two cities. Finally, it estimates the settlement
selection probabilities in hypothetical situations. Taking Shanghai as an example to apply the method, it is found that: i) The competition
between Shanghai and other first-tier cities is relatively fierce, while the second-tier cities are approaching in an all-round way; ii) In the
choice of settlement, personal development is the primary concern of young people, and resource conditions have the greatest overall
influence on the decision-making; iii) The future direction of promoting Shanghai's competitiveness is to reduce the housing cost, to
enhance personal development conditions, and to improve the urban environment.
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Tab.1 Basic information of the sample respondents
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Tab.2 Results of the housing price pressure evaluation model
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Fig.2 Comparison between Shanghai and the second-tier cities on the competitiveness

factors

Fig.1 Comparison between Shanghai and the first-tier cities on the competitiveness factors
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Fig.3 Proportions of the factors that the young considered when making settlement

choices
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Fig.4 Effects of the competitiveness factors on the settlement choice
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Tab.3 Classification results of the competitive factors
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Tab.4 Results of the settlement selection model
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Tab.5 Classification of the factor importance
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Fig.5 Comparison between Shanghai and the first-
tier cities on the competitiveness factors in the two
stages
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