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In recent years, the revival of city centres and the promotion of its functions are increasingly concerned by global cities.
Therefore, the development of the Central Activities Zone (CAZ) has become an important planning issue. Shanghai Master
Plan (2017-2035) puts forward the concept of CAZ in Shanghai's statutory planning for the first time. The plan states that
Shanghai CAZ will become the main area accommaodating core functions of global cities. It not only links the global network,
but also serves the whole city. By analysing international experience and the city's strategic requirements, this paper puts
forward that Shanghai CAZ shall focus on the promotion of six core functions, that is, finance, business, scientific and
technological innovation, culture and leisure, commerce, as well as supporting functions. This paper employs big data analysis
to make a comprehensive evaluation of CAZ, refining the evaluation factors applicable to the relevant function elements. As
a result, the sub-regions of Shanghai CAZ can be classified into four types: comprehensive mature type, professional mature
type, general type, and relatively weak type. Based on the resource characteristics of Shanghai CAZ, this paper proposes
improving recommendations for core functions applying to different sub-regions.
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Fig.1 Shanghai central city structure map and professional centres layout map
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Fig.2 Shanghai CAZ land use map (2015) and planning layout map
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Tab.l Summary of CAZ core functions
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Tab.2 Comparison of Shanghai CAZ with London CAZ and Manhattan CBD
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Fig.3 Spatial distribution diagrams of functional features (taking technical research function and culture function
as examples)
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Tab.3 Data sources and spatial characteristics of various functional features
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Tab.4 Functions of CAZ sub-regions
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Tab.5 Functional dimension scores of CAZ sub-regions
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Tab.6 International cities' planning strategies and action plans for the improvement of core functions
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