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A Study on the Reform of Regulatory Plan Examination and Approval System

under the Background of Modernization of Governance Capacity: Based on the
Exploration and Practice of Guangzhou Urban Planning Committee
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Abstract From the perspective of the urban planning committee, this paper takes Guangzhou as an example to discuss the reform of regulatory plan
examination and approval system. The main lines of the reform of Guangzhou Urban Planning Committee have always been around the supply
side of the system, such as optimizing the internal institutions, decentralizing the authority of examination and approval, and strengthening
scientific demonstration. However, there are still structural problems on the demand side, such as the contradiction between rigidity and
elasticity, the contradiction between the overall and local interests, the unclear boundary of the authority, and the insufficient linkage between
municipal and district governments. Based on the goal of realizing the modernization of planning governance system and governance capacity,
this paper puts forward the reform ideas of clear authorities and responsibilities, combination of authority delegation and regulation, and being
scientific and efficient. It also puts forward four reform suggestions. The first is to optimize the regulatory plan technology, increase the spatial
levels, and define the boundaries of regulatory plan adjustment and exemption procedures. The second is to establish the balance mechanism
of development capacity of area based on the spatial information management platform. The third is to reasonably allocate the development
capacity of municipal and district governments for districts without delegated approval authority. The fourth is to strengthen guidance and
participation in the whole process of regulatory plan adjustment for districts with delegated approval authority.
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Fig.1 The total number of annual meetings and the number

of meetings held by the major planning committee since

the establishment of Guangzhou Urban Planning Committee
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Fig.2 The total number of issues deliberated and the
number of issues deliberated by the major planning committee
each year since the establishment of Guangzhou Urban
Planning Committee
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